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1 - Mr. Gow 
1 - Mr. Ramsey 
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Plan. & Insp. 
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Director's Sec'y 
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PURPOSE : To provide results of a conference which was held on 

12/17/79j at FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) , relative to the iinmediat 
direction of captioned project. 

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. ' 


I/O 





APPROVED: 

Director 


Exec. AD-Inv. __ 
Exec. AD-Adm. 
Exec. AD-LE3 


DETAILS 


Adm. Sen{/\ 

Legal Court. 

Crim, Jny/i4Vf]i 

Plan. & Insp, 


Rec. tvlant. 

Ident. 

Tech. Sarvs. 

Intell. 

Training 

Laboratory 

Public Affs, Off. 

. a conference was held a 




ASAC 

SSRA 


], Newark ; SA 


FBIHQ between 
Newark; 


b6 

b7C 


Hauppauge Re sident Agency; Ass istant Section Chief 


Unit Chief 


and Supervisor 




Criminal Investigative" Division, FBIHQ. The 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the immediate thrust of t 
operation, more particularly, the activities to take place during 
the week of 1/7/80. It was decided that the following people 
would be contacted during this week utilizing various scenarios 
l.e. political asylum for the Arab principal of this project, and 
mob protection of businesses concerned with casino gambling. 
Meetings will take place with U. S. Senator Harrisoh Williams; 

U. S. Congressman John Murphy; U. S., Congressman John P. Murtha; 

U. S. Congressman Peter W. Rodino; Philadelphia Attorney Howard 
Crlden; New Jersey State .Senator Joseph Maressa; New Jersey State 
Senator William Musto; Hoboken, New-Jersey, Mayor Steven Capiellq,; 
Anthony DeLuca and Frank J. Boscia, both of New^J 
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1 — Mr. Mullen 


Mr. Mullen 
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1 - Mr . Gow 

1 - 



1 - Mr. Ramsey 
1 - Mr. Mintz 
(ATTN: Mr. Weaver) 

1 - Mr . R . 

(ATTN : Mr . 
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date: 
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Tech. Servs. 
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Director’s Sec’y 
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PURPOSE; To gain approval for the expenditure of $75,000 for 


this operation for the purpose of a bribe to 
Richard Kelly , Republican , Holiday , Florida , 


Democrat47^ 


Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 


SYNOPSIS : Abscam is a solely Bureau funded , 

undercover operation targeted against major political corrupters, 


U. So Congressmen 
and John P. Murtha, 


controlled 


course of this 
cases against the 


swindlers, and property thieves. During the 
operation, Abscam has developed prosecutable 
mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Vice-Chairman of the New Jersey 
Casino Control Commission; a U. S. Senator; associates of the 
Senator; an Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), 
investigator ; five U. S. Congressmen, and one State Senator. 
Abscam operatives through Gene Ciuzio, who reportedly has 
Organized Crime ties in Florida, will meet u[. S. Congressman 
Richard Kelly; and through Howard Criden, Philadelphia Attorney, 
will meet U. S. Congressman John P. Murtha. Both Congressmen, 
for a bribe of $25,000 and $50,000 respectfully, will promise 
to utilize their position in obtaining political asylum or 
permanent resident status for Yassir Habib, the Arab principal 
of Abscam. Chief Federal Strike Force, Eastern District of 
New York, recommended payoffs ^e mad^ ^^^^oyided^necessajr^::^^ 
commitments occur . - -- 










RECOMMENDATIONS : 1. That aifthotity be granted fcjr thS” J98(J 

of $25,000, if paid directly, to Richard Kelly, U. S. Congressman 
of Florida, as a bribe to obtain political asylum or permanent 
resident status for Yassir Habib. 





APPROVED: 



(10)|/3l! 


Director . 
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Exec. AO-Acjm. 


Adm. 

Grim. 
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W. D. Gow to Mr^ 

RE:- ABSCAM ' ^ ’ V 
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; / ' '2 . That authority be granted- jfor the payment 

of $50,000, if paid directly , to John , P .^ Miirtha, U. S. ; 
Congressman,- Pennsylvania, as a bribe to obtain political' 
asylum or permanent resident. status" for Yassir Habib. 

APPROVED: Adm.*SerU 

^ : Crim. Iny. 



Difeclor' 

Exec. AD-Inv..^ 

Exec.AD-.AdrTi. 

Exec. AD-US 



'Ident. 

-Laboratory 


Ooun, 

Jan. ■&,!.lnsp. . 
■Rec.'Tvjgnt.^ 
Tech. Servs. 
'.Trainir'g 



Public Affs, Off. 


; " 3 . ■ That if this reguesti is approved, - _ 

Brook lynrQueeriS MRA wiil,- be" advised to utijlize the $59,500 
presently in their pp,Ss.es:bi6n - and previously .authorized, ■ 
but vnpt expended. Therefore,,: if this request is approved, 
Administrative services Divisioh will forward $15 , 500 1 

to Brook'lyn-Queens , MRA -in ^time for this triansaction . 




APPROVED 


Director 



Exec. AD-lnv. 

' Exec. AD-Adm. 
: ' Exec. AD-LES 


Acfm. Ss 
Crim, Inv 

. Ident: 




Intell. 


Laboratory . .. 


- , ' Tech. Servs. 

Train in'g 


Public ’Affs. OIL ^ 
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DETAILS: Abscam is a solely Bureau funded, controlled undercover 

operation targeted against major pplitical corbhpters in,' various 
Federal and State Government, as we-ll. as hajpr -awindlers,' a 
property thieves i During the course of tbe qperation ^ Abscam has 
developed prosecutive Federal cases^ egainst Ang'elP -Eriichetti , 

Mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Kerine.th ; McDpnald ,,- ,\ViGetChairman - 
of. the New Jersey* Casino Control 'Commissipn; Harrisori Williaitis , 

U. S. Senator , New Jersey ; Senator Wiiliaths ;; 'associates- ; 

Henry A. Williams III.'; ■Alexaftder Feinbeig;;' arid George -^Katz; 
and an INS investigator Al Alexahdro;'lMichael Ozzie., Myers, ' 

U. . S . ■ Congressman , ' Philadelphia, Pennsylvknia; ] Raymond F . , Lederer , 
U. S. CongresSKjan, Philadelphia, Perinsyl^yania^l Frank Thompson, Jr., 
U. S. Congressman, New Jersey; John M. "Mulrphy , -'U. S. Cori^ 

Stateri Island, New York; John W. Jenretbe, S. Congressman , 

South Carplina; . and- Joseph A. Maressai.,. New Jersey State . Senator . 

An Ah.scam pperative , who has' .been ih- cPntact with 
William Rosenberg, a-known conman, and Stanley Weiss, a; hong Island 
accpuntant, who has. Organized Crime".ties iwith John Delmastro, 
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W. b . Gow to Mr . Mullen memorandum 
RE: ABSCAM 


a known member of the Luchese , family * was introduced ; to , 

Gene Ciuzio, who' reportedly has Organized Crime connections in 
Florida.' Ciuzio has advised that he , controls Florida : " 

Congressman Richard Kelly , 5th Congressibnal District , arid that 
Kelly, for an initial payoff of $25,000 will assure undercover 
Agents that he will use; his. congressional position to see to it 
that Yassir- Habib receives politicai, asylupti in the United States. 
This meeting is scheduled for 1/8/80. This meeting will be 
recorded and videotaped. . . 

. Thomas Puccio, Chief / Eastern District of 'New jersey. 
Organized Crime Strike Force, recdinmends tjhat the payoffs be 
made to Congressman Kelly if and When he provides the proper • 
commitments concerning utilization of his .influence to obtain 
political asylum for the Arab principal o,:^ this project.; 

FBI, Miami arid Tampa indices reflect the .following- 
information concerning-Congressman Richard Kelly and , 

Eugene Robert Ciuzio: Regarding Kelly, Tampa File 56-0-j4, 

captioned,. "Possible Election Law Violations;, CpngresSraan 
Richard Kelly - Complaint , " pertains to aiji urisubstantiated 
claim by Congressman Kelly and his administrati-ve assistant 
of a possible election law violation. The bas4s of the ' 
allegation concerned possible ballot tampering 'in Pasco County, 
Florida, during Kelly ' s 1978 re-election for the 5th corigressional 
seat.-. ■ 


Kelly, according to the Miami Office , is listed in 
the'- 1978-1979 issue of "Who's Who in Amerjica" as being born 
7/31/24 at Atlanta, Georgia, as serving as a . city attorney for 
Zephyrhille, Florida, arid Assistant U. S. Attofney,. District of 
Florida, 1956-1959. AGcording to this , issue , Kelly served as a 


county judge in the 6th Circuit Court Of 




Florida from 1960-1974 


Regarding Ciuzio^ Tampa File 92-1994> captioned, 

"Eugene Robert Ciuzio, ^ aka Geno, AR" revealed a New York memo 
to Tampa for general information dated 5 /^ 22 / 15 ,, which ihdicated 
that Ciuzio was' a former associate of Michael Casale (deceased) , a 
suspected member, of the Bonanno LCN family. 

Undercover Agents of Abscam operation through! 
Philadelphia Attorney Howard Cricien have a meeting arranged 
for 1/10/80 or 1/11/80 at Washington, D. C., with 
U. S. Congressman John P. Murtha of Pennsylvania. 

Criden has assured undercover Agents tha|: U. S . Congressman 
Murtha, for a payment of $50,000, will promise to use his 
influence/position to obtain political a^^ylum ; and/or ^ 
permanent resident status for Yassir Habib, the Arab 


«ilu ■ « 
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W. D. Gow to Mr. Mullen memorandum 
RE: ABSCAM 


principal of Abscam. This meeting will be| recorded and i 
videotaped. It should be noted that Criden for the past ;few 
months has been hounding, Abscam operatives to meet with this 
Congressman for the purj>ose set forth above, 

Thomas Puccio, Chief, Federal Stirike Force, Eastern 
District of New York, has recommended that; the $50 ,000 
payoff be made to U. S. Congressman Murtha, provided he makes 
the proper assurances concerning the political asylum scenario 
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Mr. Mintz Di-eco,’. Sec> 

(Attn: Mr. Weaver) 

Mr • R . Long 

(Attn: Mr. I) 
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PURPOSE : To gain approval for the expenditure of $10 ,000 for 

this operation for the^purpose of providing Howard- 
Criden, a Philadelphia Attorney, a fee for introducing Abscam. 
operatives to U.S. Congressmen Frank Thompson of Pennsylvania, 
John M. Murphy of Staten Island, New York, and JohnP. Murt^a^\ 
of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, all Democrats. 

SYNOPSIS : Abscam is a solely Bureau funded , controlled unaw 

/ cover . operation targeted against major political 

corrupters, swindlers, and property thieves . During: the course 
of this operation, Abscam has developed prosecutable cases- 
against the mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Vice-Chairman of the. 

New Jersey Casino Control Commission; a U.S . Senator ; associates 
of the Senator; an Immigration and. Naturalization Service (INS) 
investigator; seven U.S. Congressmen, and one State Senator. ; 
Abscam operatives will be .meeting Howard Criden, a Philadelphia 
Attorney, who has brought three U.S. Congressmen to the operation 
for bribes of $50,000 each, on Thursday, January 10, 1980 at ; 
Washington, D.C. Criden is requesting $10,000 for hdLs services. 
Chief Federal Strike Force, Eastern District of New 
mended payoff be made in order to insu^^pa^den's^oht:^^ 
cooperation. 


v.<i 


RECOMMENDATIONS : 



aiisso 

■b 7 C 


1. That authority be granted f or t^he a 
of $10,000 to Philadelphia Attorney Howard Criden. 




APPROVED: 


Director 

Exec. 

Exec. AD -Adm. / 
Exec. AD-LES 


Adm. Serv. ^ ^ . 
Grim. 


ent. 

Lcil. 


Legal Coun. 
Plan. & Insp. 

Rec. Ivignt. 

Tech. Servs. 
Training 


Laboratory 


Public Alts. Off. 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Memoerahdum' from Wv D. Gow, to Mrs. _Mul 
Re,: ABSCAM ■ . ^ ^ 

‘ ' • .. • * .1 " ' ' ir '* '*■ . ‘ I ’ 



2 . That if this y request, ..is 'app 
Brooklyn-Queens ' MRA . wi 11 be advis ed .to ,-pay ' t $10’ y 0 00;. from : 

the $50 ,000 presently in- their possession and. previbusiy^^ - • ? 
authorized, but not expended. ' ^ yy 



APPROVED: 

Director : 


rxe.c ; ADlnv,|X |^^ 
Ex.ec.' AD“AuiTi,' 


.Exec. AD’LES 


Adm. ServJ ^ v ' Legal Codnf y ’ 

&Jnsp. 

, ; . - "Rec;''Mgnt.' ' 

~ ’■ ■ Tech; Servs. ■ _ 

' .training,.. 

Laboratory Public Aff^toff. t - - " 





DETAILS 


Absoam is a solely Bureau funded / controlled undercover 
operation targeted against major political corrupters 


in various Federal and State Government , as well as major yswindlers 
and property thieves . During the course of the . operations , iUDScam 
has developed prosecutive Federal cases against Angelo Errichetti, 
Mayor of Camden, New Jersey ; Kenneth McDonald, .Vice-Chairman , of 
the New Jersey Casino Control Commission; Harrison Williams , iUiS. 
Senator, New Jersey; Senator Williams; associates Henry A.; y 
Williams , : ill ; Alexander Feinberg; and .George Katz and an INS 
investigator ; AlAlexandro;, Michael Ozzie Myers, U.S. Congressman, 
Philadelphia /Pennsylvania; Raymond F. Lederef , U.S. Congressman, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Frank Thompson, Jr., U.S. Congressman, 
New Jersey; John M. Murphy, U.S. Congresrsman, Staten Island, : New 
York; John W..Jenrette, Jr .; U.S. Congressman, South Carolina; 

John P. Murtha, U.S. yGongressman, Johnstown, Pehnsylvania;Kichard 
. Kelly , U.S. Congressman, Florida; and Joseph A. Maressa, New : Jersey 
State Senator » 


Oh January 7 , i9 8Q Howard Criden' met with Absoam' i; 
operatives and with U.S,' Congressman John- P .• Murtha .from Johnstown , 
Pennsylvania. This meeting was-y set up in order to make a payment 
of $50 ,000: to- U. S . Congres’sman Murtha in exchange for his coopera- 
tion in gaining permanent resident Status for the Arab principal 
of this operation','; During' this meeting Murtha pledged his •ysuppprt , 
however ,, indicate.d he would not accept the money at that timeh He 
advised that he- was aware that U.S. Congressman M'^rphy from New 
York' and U.S . Congressman Thompson from New Jersey, had already 
accepted money yan'd were presently working oh the political asylum 
problem. Subsequent to this meeting Criden, Indicated that .a share 
of the money to be paid to Murtha was actually to goy to U.S. h 
Congressmen Thompson, Murphy and himself . He requested that he 
be given his- share , which would' amount to $10,000 . . , . : 

. Thomas Puccio, Chief' Federal Strike Force ,- Eastern : 
District of New York has recommended that the $10,000 payoff be 
made to Criden in order to insure his continued ycopperation. 
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-Mr. Mullen 

- Mr. Revel! 
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PURPOSE ; To gain approval for, the expenditure of $40,000 for 
this operation for the purpose of a bribe to U. S. Senator 
Harrison Williams of New Jersey. 

SYNOPSIS ! ABSCAM is a solely Bureau funded, eontrolled under- 
cover operation targeted against major political corrupters, 
swindlers, and property thieves. During the course of this 
operation, ABSCAM has developed prosecutable cases against 
Mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Vice-Chairman of the New Jer^^y^ 
Casino Control Commission; a U. S. Senator; associates of 
Senator; an Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
investigator; seven U. S. Congressmen, and one State SenatorT 
An ABSCAM operative .will be meeting U. S. Senator Harri'son- 
Williams on Tuesday, 1/15/80, at 2:00 p.m. Senator Williams, 
a bribe of $40,000 will promise to utilize his position; in 
obtaining political asylum or permanent resident status for 
Yassir Habib, the Arab principal of ABSCAM. Chief Federal Strike 
Force, Eastern District of New York, recommended payoff be... made 
provided necessary commitment 



for 


RECOMMENDATIONS : 1. That 

$40,000, if paid directly to Harrison Williams, 
of New Jersey. 



nt of 


U. S. Senatf)'! 
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2. That.. if this reguest is approved, Brboklyn- 
Queens MRA will be advised to utilize the $40, 000 presently 
in their possession and previously authorized but not ex- 
pended. 


APPROVED: 

Director ^ 

. Exec. AD-Inv. 

Exec. AD'Adm 

Exec. AD-LES 




DETAILS : ABSCAM is a solely Bureau ; funded, controlled; under- 

cover operation targeted against major political, corrupters in 
various Federal and State Government, as well as major: swindlers 
and property, thieves. During the course of the' operation, 

ABSCAM has developed prosecutive Federal cases against '. Angelo 
Errichetti, Mayor of Camden, New Jersey; Kenneth McDonald, Vice- 
Chairman of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission; 'Harrison 
Williams, U. S. Senator, New Jersey; Senator Williams ' ,i 
associates . Henry A. Williams, III, Alexander Feinberg, i and 
George Katz; INS Investigator Al Alexandro; Michael Oz^ie Myers, 
U. S. Congressman, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Raymond :F. 
Lederer, U. S. Congressman r Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Frank 
Thompson, Jr., M. S. Congressman, New Jersey; John M. Murphy, ‘ 
U. S. Congressman, Staten Island,. New York; John W. Jenrette, 
Jr., U. S. Congressman, South Carolina,*; John P. Murtha,’U.' S. 
Congressman, Pennsylvania; Richard Kelly, U.S. Congressman, 

Florida; and’ Joseph A. Maressa, New Jersey State Senator. 

' ■’* ' ■ . * . • ‘ , 1 - ' 

On Saturday, 1/12/80, .undercover sAs of -ABSCAM 
operation held a meeting in New YOrk City with George Katz 
and Alexander Feinberg . They were adyised that Yassir Habib , 
the Arab principal of ABSCAM, was ready to close .on the 
titanium mine venture in which Kat.z and Feinberg are involved 
along with.U. S, Senator Harrison A. Williams; However/ before 
this takes place, Yassir Habib wants to meet With Senator’ 
Williams On 1/15/80 to ask him for one favor, namely that 
Senator Williams give his personal assurances to Habib that 
Habib would be granted either political asylum and/or permanent 
resident Vstatus in the United States ; • Habib intends .'to, of fer 
Senator Williams $40,000 in cash for these assunarices. ' 
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Memo W. D. Gow to. Mr. Mullen 

RE: ABSCAM, ‘ ' ‘ \ i ’ 

• ' * ; ** ■ ■ ' V ^ ’ V' V ■ - ■ ' . ! ’ 

/ * ' ' ' ' ' ♦ ■' , 

Thomas Puccio, Chief, Eastern District of NeW York 

Organized Crime Strike Force, recommends that the payoff be 

made to Senator .Williams if and when he provides the proper 

commitment cohCetning the utilizatioh of his influence^; to 

obtain political asylum for the Arab principal of this.5 

project. ■ ■ r,- ^ 
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SACs, Bj»00klyii/Qq,e#«3 {EacIos«i*e) 
Miami (Siiclosare) 

Newark (Ineioaar#) ■ 
Fhlla<5eiphia (SRciosapo) 
(Suciosujpe) 


P?ois4-..,01 rector . Wt 
’ABSCAJ! 




00 : BROOKLTN/QOEEKS 


. ft, • ‘ * \ t 

Ee PBia^ eaptioae4 offic®© <2at®<5 3./2;2/8 q= 


for eaefe of' tli# ateovo offices is a cop'y; of 
a meffiorandum prepared , by Ir^R: S. ''HabhaHj, Sepaty AsslstaRf , 
Attorney Oeneral., Criminal Division to .Messrs. Del Tnfo, ■ 
Valra, Ruff, Margolis', McDowell, FuccIg and Stewart dated i 

1/18/So* 

For your infora,a.tlon. • 
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